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NOTES OF MEETING HELD ON 07 MAY 2004 AT YAMAHA DISTRIBUTORS
WITH SAP BORDER CONTROL UNIT (WATERWING)

At a meeting held today in my office with SAP Border Control Unit
(Waterwing) it has now become apparent that the regulations as per
Merchant Shipping (Small vessel Safety) Regulations 2002 as described
in the Marine Circular 3 of 2004 from SAMSA, are now being enforced
on an increasingly strict basis i.e. the Water Patrol Units are warning first
time offenders and fining on the second occasion. These regulations
apply to all boats used on “intemal” waters, (tidal rivers and estuaries) -
Category R or Offshore — Category A, B, C. D & E.

The new regulations regarding Category R requires that amongst others
that all craft operating in these waters must have a Buoyancy
Certificate issued by SAMSA or an authorised boat builder, must carry
the prescribed safety equipment and the operator must be in
possession of an Operator's Certificate.

This applies to all boats being used on the waters and includes PWC's
[ietskis).

The SAP Border Conirol Unit have advised that PWC's can only be
launched from authorised launch sites if they are going to be used
more than 500m from the shore. The craft must be registered with an
authorised agency (SADSAA, SAIBA or SAUU). These craft must be
passed and inspected by the above organisations.

Part of the inspection process will be relevant to the buoyancy of the
craft whereafter a Buoyancy Certificate will have to be issued by the
manufacturer and buoyancy wil have to be proved by SAMSA who in
turn will issue a Buoyancy Certificate.

When operating in these areas, the safety equipment will comply with
Category D E or R, as determined by the regulation i.e. cary anchor,
ropes, flares etc and only a SABS approved lifejacket will be
acceptable - the normal ski vest type jacket will not be accepted.

Any PWC's found operaling at sea without the necessary safety
equipment or with any one item missing or net maintcined in good
condition for (e.g. expired flares), the SAP Border Control Unit can
impose a R10 000-00 fine. This has already happened on the Natal
South Coast (dive boat was fined R10 000 for a life jacket short) and the
Unit is determined to show that they are maintaining the law as it is
written.
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Any PWC owner wishes fo use his craft for fishing purposes or beyond
500m will have to have a Competency Cerlificate, [a Skippers
Certificate is acceptable] and these can be obtained from any
authorised agency. At the moment SADSAA runs courses in most of the
major centres.

PWC's used in a designated area such as Laguna Beach, Durban, are
exempt from these regulations, provided that they stay within the 500m
zone and don't move away from the area.

The Unit have advised that they sometimes find stand-up and single
seater craft miles away from the designated area. In these cases the
owners will be fined and their craft confiscated]

It s now encumbent of the Jetski Associations and Clubs to ensure that
their members are familiar with these regulations and that they comply
in order to avoid penalties and confrontations with the SAP Units.
Dealers must also make sure that their customers are aware when they
purchase a craft that these are the regulations that will be enforced in
the coastal areas when they go on holiday.

It is also encumbent on the PWC manufacturers/distributors to apply to
SAMSA to approve that the individual models meet the buoyancy
requirements. These can be done by providing a Cerificate of
Buoyancy whereby the manufacturer states exact buoyancy in the
craft or by means of a physical test in front of a SAMSA Safety Officer
i.e. sink the boat to prove that it doesn’t sink completely.

We understand that these requirements are onerous, but at the
moment these regulations apply and any SAP Unit on duty is forced to
comply the letter of the law. Over time these organisations may
question some of these requirements and get them amended, but in
the immediate future, these regulations must be adhered to.

We ask each Club and organisation to look into this matter and ensure
that they are familiar with the regulations and to create comrect systems
1o ensure that their members are not fined.

Remember “ignorance of the Law is no Excuse!".

G BENNETT

To:
SAJSBA
FWC Association / All Dealers / BIASA & it's members






